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Abstract : In the Republic of Korea there are a total of 21 national parks, including
Mudeungsan National Park, which was the first new park to be designated in 24 years.
The total area of the National Parks is 6,656k", accounting for 6.6% of the total national
territory. However, issues of biodiversity and ecosystem conservation can be considered
more important than the parks themselves. The Republic of Korea is covered with
mountains, thus most National Parks are classified as ‘mountain parks.” However, due to
increasing interest from local governments, there is demand for varied types of National
Park. Therefore, there is a growing need to introduce an objective standard for new
National Park designations. According to the Natural Parks Act enforcement ordinance
Article. 3, National Parks are to be designated according to the following five criteria:
ecosystem; landscapes; cultural scenery; land preservation; location and convenience of
use.
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This paper examines the designation criteria for National Parks in a number of different
countries which have similar environmental conditions to Korea. Such comparison shows
that the designation of tidal flats and streams of high conservation value is also applicable
to Korea. In addition, the paper suggests varied types of designation criteria in addition to
the existing five including: scale; scientific educational value, and value for
convalescence. Consequently, it is proposed that the designation criteria be
reestablished to include a National Park classification system in order to promote the
expansion of designation and the operational efficiency of National Parks as well as
contribute towards the maintenance of ecosystems and retainment of biological diversity
by diversifying the types of park. Furthermore, this study aims to contribute to reaching
the additional policy goal of fostering experts and tailoring their expertise according to the
specific National Park classification.

Key Words : Biodiversity, National Parks, Natural Park Law, National Park Designation Criteria
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